THE  SPANISH WAR
when the volunteer force that he had been preparing
secretly during five years was actually taking the field,
is a dark and somewhat melancholy-faced man of middle
stature, with most expressive eyes. He greeted me
enthusiastically as he said that he realised the necessity
for the real facts of the case to be made known through
the Press so as to sway world opinion. I have met him
several times since, and indeed, two months later at
Burgos he paid me the signal honour of admitting me as
an honorary foreign member of the Carhst Party, giving
me a scarlet beret of honour. "I do not forget," he said,
athat I am a journalist too, and I know the value of the
Press. During the first forty-eight hours of the move-
ment we placed 20,000 young men, fully armed and
equipped, at the disposal of General Mola, and we are
raising other forces as fast as we can get arms for them,
"We Carhsts, who stand for the old traditions," he
went on, "have made great but willing sacrifices We
have abandoned for the time being our idea of the restora-
tion of an absolute monarchy, but on the strict under-
standing that this movement is not to favour one or other
of the different political parties, but is to establish an
authoritative government.
"Moscow tried to instil Marxism and Communism
in Spam so that the disease might spread to all other
countries. We are going to drive it out of Spain. That
is why we need an authoritative government. When
we destroy the Common Front government we will first
save Spain and then all Europe from the deadly contagion
of Bolshevism.5'
The news that the fiercest fighting for the moment
would be*on the semicircular ring of mountains, known
as the Guadarrama range, which lies north and west of
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